
UUCSC Board of Directors Meeting 
September 4, 2024  

Oneto Room 
 

Present: President Nancy Richman, VP Russell Stokes, Clerk Mary Fulton, Directors 
Kelsey Briggs, Chris Johnson and Bethany Sorrentino and Rev. Denis Letourneau 
Paul 
Absent: Treasurer Mary Alice Kimball 
Guests: Michael Bilecki, Jean Burke, Lee Cowan 
 
Call to Order: 7:00 PM by Nancy Richman 
Invocation: Langston Hughes: Hold fast to dreams 
 
MOTION: Bethany moves to ratify the August minutes that were approved via 
email. PASSED 
 
Staff reports are appended. 
Treasurer's report: Finance chair, Elizabeth Donovan, states there is nothing new to 
report. 
 
Facilities use issues: 
 
MOTION: Nancy moves to accept the recommendation of our insurance 
company, Church Mutual, to disallow use of the playground equipment during 
non-church sponsored activities. 
PASSED, 1 opposed, 1 abstained 
 
Learning Lab rental of the RE space 
 Elizabeth Swain can provide insurance that is acceptable to Church Mutual 
 A zoning certificate has been obtained 
 Jean Burke will draft an appropriate rental lease once the terms of use are  
 established 
 The first floor will be off limits to the Learning Lab participants 
 No one from UUCSC will enter the RE space when The Lab is using it on   
  Monday or Wednesday  
 There is no access to the pond from our property 
 The Lab will provide lockable storage 
 Elizabeth will dispose of trash, clean the bathrooms and sanitize surfaces 
 A drop point for the students will be established at the back of the building 
 The rental fee will be $600.00 per month with a 1- month security deposit 
 A key to the back door will be given to Elizabeth 
 
 
 



 
Insurance advice from Church Mutual: 
 All non-church sponsored events and programs should provide insurance 
coverage naming UUSCS an "additional insured". Revision of the current facilities use 
guidelines should occur after conferring with Church Mutual. 
 
Facilities concerns: 
 Two areas of the roof are in serious condition. Immediate repairs are needed. 
Estimates have been presented to the Finance committee but no recommendation has 
been made. Due to the timeliness of the needed repairs the Board is moving forward 
on this. 
 
MOTION: Nancy moves that $15,000 be allocated to repair the 2 roof areas most 
in need of immediate repairs. Possible sources for this allocation are the UUA 
fund, cashing a CD, the $15,000 put a side for emergency use or the mortgage 
fund. 
PASSED unanimously 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 Bethany and Kelsey will be co-coordinators of the Clean Team. 
 
 The Board retreat will take place Oct. 9. Due to 3 absences there will be no 
October Board meeting and any necessary business will take place at the retreat. 
 
Adjourned 9:00pm 
 
Submitted by Mary Fulton, Clerk 
 
Next Board meeting: November 6 7:00-9:00 pm Oneto Room 
 
Next Coordinating Council: September 11 4:00-5:30pm - Zoom 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
At the time of this writing, it looks like the Learning Lab will be using our downstairs (RE) space two days per 
week, bringing in a modest income and just as importantly creating a new partnership with a like-minded 
community organization. THANK YOU to Nancy Richman, Jean Burk, Bethany Sorrentino, Russell Stokes, and 
of course Lee Cowan for making this happen so quickly. Without your fast action, quick research, and 
openness to change, this could never have happened. On September 28 UUCSC will be volunteering as a group 
with Habitat for Humanity to help build some houses in South County. One of the biggest justice issues in RI is 
accessibility to affordable housing, so this will give us a chance to actually DO something to create change, 
even if our hours are just a drop in an enormous bucket. Nancy and I are hoping to get to climb around on 
roofs, but there’s enough work for all abilities and skills, so please join us! Yesterday for the first time I 
declined another opportunity to emcee the RI UU Legislative Ministry Forum scheduled for October. The 
Forums are basically downloads of information regarding upcoming bills, and have left me feeling hopeless 



and overwhelmed, like our state legislature is hopelessly stuck. UUCSC is already connected to other (more 
effective) organizations that get out the same information. With only five UU congregations in the state, our 
presence feels too small to make much difference, especially without a focus on just 2-3 issues. I let them 
know that the Social Justice council and I are happy to be part of direct actions and even rethinking the focus 
of the Legislative Ministry. Housekeeping My next furlough week is September 17-22. Since my last report, I 
have sent an AGAPE Fund check for $1,200 to South County Habitat for Humanity, as a kind of advance on 
sharing the plate with them in November and December. The funds from that collection will go back into the 
AGAPE Fund, though likely not as much as $1,200. In the off chance that our collection exceeds $1,200, those 
funds will go to Habitat. In Peace, Rev. Denis Paul 
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